
Scandinavian Crime Fiction These mysteries and thrillers all 
take place in Northern Europe. 

Frozen Assets by Quentin Bates 
A body is found floating in the harbor of a rural Icelandic fishing village.  Was it an accident, 
or something more sinister?  It’s up to Officer Gunnhildur, a sardonic female cop, to find out.  
Her investigation uncovers a web of corruption connected to Iceland’s business and banking 

communities.  FIC BATES 

 

Misterioso by Arne Dahl 
The first installment in a trilogy finds Detective Paul Hjelm unexpectedly placed into an elite 
team of officers and sent on a mission to track down a killer who has been systematically tar-
geting business leaders, a case that pits them against the Russian Mafia, Sweden’s secret 

wealthy societies and the country’s persistent xenophobia.  FIC DAHL 

 

Blackwater by Kerstin Ekman 
In 1974, after moving to the remote town of Blackwater in northern Sweden to live with her 
lover, Annie Raft stumbles upon a brutal double murder that remains unsolved for twenty 
years.  But things start to unravel when Annie’s daughter, Mia, falls in love with the man An-

nie had seen fleeing the scene of the crime.  FIC EKMAN 

 

Ann Lindell series by Kjell Eriksson 
Inspector Ann Lindell has her hands full with murders in Uppsala, Sweden in this series of 

psychological thriller.  FIC ERIKSSON 

 

The Boy in the Suitcase by Lene Kaaberbol 
Nina Borg, a Red Cross nurse, wife, and mother of two, is a compulsive do-gooder.  When her 
estranged friend Karin leaves her a key to a public locker in the Copenhagen train station, 
Nina makes a startling discovery: inside the locker is a suitcase, and inside the suitcase is a 
three-year-old boy, naked and drugged, but alive.  When Karin is discovered brutally mur-

dered, Nina realizes her life and the boy’s are in jeopardy, too.  FIC KAABERBOL 
 
 

Millennium series by Stieg Larsson 
Investigative journalist Mikael Blomkvist and computer hacker Lisbeth Salander make an un-
likely duo in this tale of political intrigue, violence against women, and buried secrets.   

FIC LARSSON 

 

 

Harbor by John Ajvide Lindqvist 
One ordinary winter afternoon on a snowy island, Anders and Cecilia take their six-year-old 
daughter Maja across the ice to visit the lighthouse in the middle of the frozen channel.  
While the couple explore the lighthouse, Maja disappears — either into thin air or under the 
ice — leaving not even a footprint in the snow.  Two years later, alone and more or less per-
manently drunk, Anders returns to the island for answers.  He slowly realizes that people are 

not telling him all that they know.  FIC LINDQVIST 
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Kurt Wallander series by Henning Mankell 
Affected deeply by the turmoil in his personal and professional life, police officer Kurt Wal-
lander struggles to shrug off his depressive tendencies.  Also look for Mankell’s stand-alone 

title, The Man from Beijing.  FIC MANKELL 

 

Red Wolf by Liza Marklund 
Stockholm journalist Annika Bengtzon turns independent reporter, mostly pursuing terrorism 
stories.  While she’s investigating in the northern town of Luleå, a fellow journalist and source  
is the first victim in a series of murders.  Annika traces these murders to a deadly act of sab-
otage on a Swedish military base in 1969, and begins to suspect that the man behind the 

present-day slayings and the army attack has returned to kill again.  FIC MARKLUND 
 

Detective Harry Hole series by Jo Nesbø 
Oslo police officer Harry Hole is the best investigator on the force — when he’s sober and not 
wreaking havoc in his personal life.  Also look for Nesbø’s stand-alone thriller, Headhunters.  

FIC NESBO 

 

 

Mind’s Eye by Håkan Nesser 
Chief Inspector Van Veeteren becomes suspicious about the seemingly open-and-shut case 
against Janek Mitter, who was convicted of killing his wife while drunk.  When Mitter himself 
is murdered, Van Veeteren launches a full-scale investigation into both slayings, linked to a 

mysterious letter written by Mitter, to unravel the truth and find the real killer.  FIC NESSER 

 

 

Between Summer’s Longing and Winter’s End by Leif Persson 
The first title in a trilogy inspired by the unsolved 1986 assassination of Swedish Prime Min-
ister Olaf Palme, tracing an investigation into an unknown American’s death in Stockholm 

that reveals a complex web of espionage and intelligence failures.  FIC PERSSON 
 
 

Where the Shadows Lie by Michael Ridpath 
On loan to the Icelandic Police Force after a Boston drug cartel puts a bounty on his head, de-
tective Magnus Jonson is given the case of Agnar Haraldsson, a professor whose murder 
seems to be connected to an ancient manuscript.  But Jonson struggles to find a footing in his 
homeland as his unorthodox investigative techniques soon get him into trouble with his su-

periors and he’s confronted with the memory of his father’s unsolved murder.  FIC RIDPATH 

 

Three Seconds by Anders Roslund & Börge Hellström 
Ex-convict Piet Hoffman — a family man, a rising member of Stockholm’s Polish mafia, and 
an undercover police informant — is sent to a maximum security prison to make himself the 
boss of the amphetamine trade so the police can shut it down.  Who can he trust and whose 

allegiance will he follow?  FIC ROSLUND 
 
 
Detective Inspector Huss by Helene Tursten 
While investigating the apparent suicide of a wealthy financier who is connected to one of the 
most powerful families in Sweden, Detective Inspector Irene Huss soon finds herself im-
mersed in a murder mystery involving motorcycle gang members, skinheads, immigrants, and 

neo-Nazis.  FIC TURSTEN 

 

For more Scandinavian Crime Fiction, check Bookletters & Staff Recommendations on our website. 


